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3. The world’s population is ageing. The population aged 60 years or above is growing at a rate of
about 3 per cent per year.? The proportion of people over the age of 60 years is expected to increase
from 12 per cent in 2015 to 21 per cent by 2050.3 This phenomenon is not exclusive to high-income
countries; almost every country in the world is experiencing growth in the proportion of older persons
in the population. In fact, population ageing in low-income countries occurs at a much faster pace than
in medium- to high-income countries. Women tend to live longer than men and are therefore
overrepresented in the older population in general and especially among those aged 80 years or above.*

4. A longer lifespan is associated with an increased prevalence of chronic diseases and physical and
cognitive impairments, which in interaction with various barriers may result in disabilities. In addition,
thanks to technological and medical advancements, as well as socioeconomic developments, many
persons with disabilities live longer. As a result, more than 46 per cent of older persons worldwide
~ have an impairment (250 million experience moderate to severe impairments), and older persons
represent the majority of the overall population of persons with disabilities.> Given that the number of
persons over the age of 80 years is expected to more than triple by 2050, the correlation between the
ageing population and increased rates of disability is very clear.

5. The ageing of the world’s populations has brought increased attention to the rights of older persons
and led to the growth of the older persons’ market, which in turn has had a positive impact on the
disability agenda. For example, the consumer demand from older persons has resulted in an increase
in the availability and affordability of accessible services and products, as well as new developments
in assistive devices and technologies, which in turn has contributed to normalizing their use. @The
mainstreaming of the older persons’ agenda has also shed light on issues still considered taboo for
persons with disabilities, such as sexuality and incontinence, contributing to reduced misconceptions

and stigma about those issues.




6. The age at which people experience disability influences their sense of identity as well as societal
perceptions of them. ) Those who acquire impairments when older seldom self-identify as persons

with disabilities and are more likely to perceive the decline of their physical and cognitive functioning

as a “normal” part of ageing. For people who acquired impairments earlier in life and have grown old,

older age is a secondary identity: they may therefore have very different expectations about older age.

These distinct individual experiences and perceptions are also reflected in the ways in which the
disability and the ageing communities address the intersection between ageing and disability.

@Although both movements are beginning to have increased exchanges. in general they_continue to
address the situation of older persons with disabilities differently: while the disability rights
community often does not adequately reflect the interests and challenges faced by older persons, the

older persons’ movement often fails to understand and apply the human rights-based approach to

disability. Consequently. older persons with disabilities frequently fall through the cracks.

2
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, World Population Prospects: The 2017

Revision, Key Findings and Advance Tdbles, Working Paper No. ESA/P/WP/248 (2017).
3 B

Promoting Inclusion through Social Protection: Report on the World Social Situation 2018 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.17.1V.2), p. 47.
*Ibid., p. 48. .
5 .

Ibid.; and Mark Priestley and Parvaneh Rabiee, “Same difference? Older people’s organisations and
disability issues”,Disability & Society, vol. 17,No.6 (2002), pp. 597-611.

{ijﬁ : (¢) United Nations, 2023, https:/digitallibrary.un.org, downloaded on 7 Jun 2023.
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