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The future we face today is one that threatens our very existence as a species.
It threatens the comfortable urban lifestyles that many of us hold dear and the habitability
of the earth itself. The times we are in are critical, and the challenges we face as global
citizens are complex, intractable, and planetary. The impact of climate crisis alone is
pointing to frightening futures of rising seas, drowning cities, mass migration of climate
refugees, drastic food shortages due to loss of arable land to drought, floods, and
salination®, and the mass extinction of species. Several Pacific islands have already
disappeared, and in the USA, the first climate refugees are being resettled from low-lying
islands to higher ground. And this is just the beginning.

Renowned theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking, Oxford philosopher Nick
Bostrom, and billionaire entrepreneur and engineer Elon Musk have issued serious
warnings about the potential existential threats to humanity that advances in ‘artificial
super-intelligence’ may release. When we include the volatility unleashed by random acts
of terrorism, growing economic disparity, and the global youth mental health epidemic, it
may seem that this book is going to be a doomsday story. What a challenging time to write
a Very Short Introduction to the Future.

But the trends pointing to future as time bomb are only one side of the picture.

In spite of the potential for catastrophe that current trends suggest, we are also
in the best position ever to turn negative trends around through the means at our disposal.
As a species, we have never been more conscious, more globally connected, or more
capable of radical positive change than we are today. With the instantaneous
communications available millions of people can be mobilized in an instant to act for good

causes, if only the understanding, passion, and will can be engaged.

Regardless of the choices we make as a species on these challenging issues, the
futures we create through our actions today will impact the entire future of humanity for
thousands, if not millions of years to come. Humans have always influenced the future, as

we will see when we explore the history of humanity’s relationship with the future.
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For thousands of years we have struggled to predict, control, manage, and
understand the future. Our forebears sought advice from oracles; read the stars through
astrology; debated concepts of time and future philosophically; wrote utopias and
dystopias; and, in the modern scientific era, tried to predict the future by accumulating

and interpreting patterns from the past to extrapolate models of the future.

But the single, predictable, fixed future that the trend modelling proposes does
not actually exist. Instead, what is out there is a multitude of possible futures. What lies
at the heart of this changed perception is an evolution of human consciousness. Knowing
this means we have the power to imagine and create the futures that we choose, bearing
in mind that some people have much greater power and influence than others, depending
on life circumstances. Undoubtedly social, political, and economic structures limit some
more than others. We must also distinguish between futures we can create and the futures
of .everyday certainties we rely on, such as the daily rising and setting of the sun, and the
annual flow of seasons. We need to be aware that we use a kind of ‘everyday foresight’ in
order to conduct our daily lives, based on certain assumptions, such as public transport
being reliable, travel bookings being trustworthy, and weather forecasts being mostly

right.
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